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Drop a strong neodymium magnet into a copper pipe and something strange happens. Copper is a metal that
magnets do not stick to, yet the magnet drifts down slowly, as if it were passing through honey. Something
invisible is holding the magnet back. That something is the ‘eddy current.” Simply put, an eddy current is ‘an
electric current that swirls in loops inside a conductor such as metal because of a changing magnetic field.” It
is named after the eddies that form when water flows around a rock, and it is also called a Foucault current
after the French physicist who studied the phenomenon in
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