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When writing a paper or preparing an assignment, we usually start with journals and books. Yet there is an
enormous number of documents that rarely show up in bookstores or journal indexes, such as research
reports from government ministries, technical documents released by companies, graduate theses, and
materials presented at academic conferences. The name that groups all of these materials together is “grey
literature.” Simply put, grey literature refers to materials produced and released directly by institutions such
as governments, universities, companies, and civic organizations, without


