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For most children, the first place they spend several hours a day away from home is a kindergarten. There,
children sing songs, stack blocks, water flowerpots, and learn how to quarrel with friends and make up again.
This scene, where play comes before letters or numbers, is so familiar today that it feels as if it has always
existed. Yet the idea that young children should have a school of their own is less than 200 years old. Before
that, early childhood was often regarded as time simply let pass before a child started school. There was one
person who first created a place that saw play itse
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